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Outline
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• Monitoring of the DFG Programme „Open Access 

Publication Funding“

• Metadata Schema and Collection of Data

• Analysis and Reporting

• Data Sharing

https://www.opencost.de/projekt/
https://www.transform2open.de/
https://open-access-monitor.de/
https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding-opportunities/open-access-publication-funding


Monitoring of the DFG Programme „Open Access 

Publication Funding
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FZJ carries out the monitoring of the funding programme "Open Access 
Publication Costs" on behalf of the DFG

• Submission of data is mandatory for participating institutions

• Provision of a data schema for recording publication and cost data

• Provision of a submissions app

• Communication with the institutions

• Curate and evaluate data, and create reports for the DFG

• Forward data to OpenAPC and OAM, if desired by participants
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Cooperation with Transform2Open and openCost
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• Development of the metadata schema in collaboration with openCost

• Standardization of cost types reflecting the state of OA

• Transformative agreements as entities

• Identifiers for agreements

• Transmission of data to OpenAPC

• Interaction with the community via Transform2Open

• Discussions and feedback in webinars and interviews

• T2O-Report on publication cost monitoring

• Adjustments to the metadata schema

• Develop guidelines
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https://www.opencost.de/en/
https://www.transform2open.de/en/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10810729


Monitoring Workflow
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Metadata Schema
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• Excel file with separate tabs for

• Publications (articles)

• Memberships

• Transformative Agreements

• Articles published within
Memberships or Transformative 
Agreements are referenced accross
tabs

• Compatible with the openCost 
Metadata Schema
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Submissions App
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• In-built rule-based preliminary checks before upload
is allowed

• Expanding the data set (e.g. enrich with Unpaywall 
data) to cross-check and verify

• Standardizations and conversions



Upload via API (planning stage)
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API as an alternative to submission via Excel file

• REST API for active submission via JSON format

• Endpoints for submission and verification

• Data model to be published by the end of 2024

• Based on the openCost schema

• For automated submission from repositories, electronic resource 
management systems or library management systems
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Reporting
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• Automated reports help to evaluate submitted data, e.g. aggregated report of cost
data related to transformative agreements
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Reporting – Data Sharing
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• Sharing data of publications and agreements with OpenAPC

• Transmit via openCost Metadata Schema

• Convert JSON to XML

• Aggregate agreements data

• Transfer data fields
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Some Figures
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Reporting year 2022: Report (in German) 

• 76 funded institutions

• 22,283 reported publications

• 626 reports on non-eligible fee types (e.g. colour charges)

• 99% of the reported publications are journal articles

Reporting year 2023: work in progress

• 116 funded institutions

• Approx. 40,000 reported publications

• Approx. 1,100 reports on non-eligible fee types
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10089109


Data Sharing with the Open Access Monitor Germany
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https://open-access-monitor.de/oapk/publications

https://open-access-monitor.de/oapk/publications


Data Sharing with the Open Access Monitor Germany
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https://open-access-monitor.de/oapk/publications

https://open-access-monitor.de/oapk/publications


Lessons learned
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• It's complicated ...

• Monitoring is a time-consuming process for the individual institutions

• Standardized mapping of a complex reality is challenging

• Great time delay from actual dates of publishing to finished reporting

• Despite automated test procedures and standardization, a lot of manual 
work and communication is necessary
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Lessons learned
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• Establishment of monitoring procedures across the range of institutions

• Developing and proliferating standards to enable monitoring and data sharing

• Monitoring supports the development of funding objectives, e.g Information budget

• Development of tools

• Networking with relevant bodies

• Big step towards the goal of overall cost transparency

Mitglied der Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft



Irene Barbers, i.barbers@fz-juelich.de, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2011-7444

Seite 16

Thank you!

Mitglied der Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft

Mail: oapk@fz-juelich.de

Website: https://go.fzj.de/DFG_OAPK_en

mailto:i.barbers@fz-juelich.de
mailto:oapk@fz-juelich.de
https://go.fzj.de/DFG_OAPK_en

