




PREDATORY PUBLISHERS EXAMPLE



Source: https://www1.wdr.de/mediathek/video/sendungen/quarks-und-
co/video-betrug-statt-spitzenforschung---wenn-wissenschaftler-
schummeln-100.html

Source: http://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/mensch/deutschland-
tausende-wissenschaftler-veroeffentlichen-in-pseudo-fachzeitschriften-a-
1219165.html

Source: https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/fakescience-101.html

Source: https://www.daserste.de/information/reportage-
dokumentation/dokus/exclusiv-im-ersten-fake-science-die-
luegenmacher-102.html

MEDIA ATTENTION



Investigations

Journalists pretending to be academics submitted non-sense scientific contributions to 

publishers and conferences organizators

Example: Peter Oenneken (2018)

Results

Publishers classified as dubious accepted 

publications and contributions 

(e.g. OMICS, ConferenceSeries)

the term science became popular

predatory publishing = fake science

MEDIA ATTENTION





FACT CHECK 

The dangers of publishing with Predatory Publisher

Publishing services (e.g. peer review) inadequate or not provided at all 

Damage to scientific reputation

Access (long-term archiving) is not guaranteed

Low visibility of publications (e.g. fake indices)

Withdrawal of articles often not possible or subject to high fees

Articles may be published even without approval



FACT CHECK 

Why do some scientists still take the risk to publish 
"predatory" intentionally?

Publications are necessary for vita (publish or perish)

Easy access to 

Publication is possible despite rejection in reputable journals

- situation (publication for money)

What about publishing without knowledge? 

Dubious publishers are often recognized too late



FACT CHECK

Are publications in Predatory Journals a big deal?

International publications of dubious journals rose from 53 000 
manuscripts (2010) to more than 400 000 (2014) (Shen C et al., 
2015)

Around 1.3 % of German scientists (according to Science Media 
Center Germany)

What about Helmholtz association?

A total of 14 publications in such journals from 2014 to 2018

Big damage to science or a marginal problem?



FACTS

Big damage to sience or a marginal problem?

Source: https://scilogs.spektrum.de/relativ-einfach/abzock-zeitschriften-den-daten-auf-der-spur/

Sample investigation for the 
publishing house SCIRP 
(n= 17.500 articles)

Germany 2,5 % (443 
articles)





HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT THIS IS PROBABLY A PREDATORY 

PUBLISHER?



1. Short time span between
submission/publication

2. Very low fees
3. Mail address without

publishers affiliation

HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT THIS IS PROBABLY A PREDATORY 

PUBLISHER?



HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT THIS IS PROBABLY A PREDATORY 

PUBLISHER?



Frontiers in Life Science is
published by Taylor & Francis 
since 2011

HFSP does not publish the
journal since 2010
Hijacked

HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT THIS IS PROBABLY A PREDATORY 

PUBLISHER?





JOURNAL CHECK IN 3 STEPS

Whitelist: 
Is the open access journal in which you wish 

to publish listed in the Directory of Open 
Access Journals (DOAJ)?

Blacklist: 
Is the publisher or the journal listed in our 

blacklist?

Feel free to publish 
in this journal.

You should not
publish in this

journal.

Checklist
Use our checklist to investigate the journal 

and/or publisher and/or contact us.

No

No

Yes

Yes

(publication fees for 

publishers on our blacklist 

are not covered)



CONFERENCE CHECK IN 3 STEPS

Experiences:
Have any of your colleagues taken part in 
this conference or in another conference 

hosted by the same organizer and provide 
positive feedback?

Blacklist:
Is the conference or the organizer listed in 

our blacklist?

Feel free to 
participate.

You should not
participate.

Checklist
Use our checklist to investigate the organizer 

and/or the conference and/or contact us.

No

No

Yes

Yes

(participation fees for 

conference organizers on 

our blacklist are not covered)



SERVICES OF THE CENTRAL LIBRARY

General information on Predatory Publishers

Providing checklists

Assistance in evaluating individual journals/conferences

Providing blacklists

List of publishers identified as predatory by the Central Library The date in 

brackets indicates the deadline after which publication or participation fees will no 

longer be covered.

Publisher/journal/conference check

Individual assistance for the evaluation of specific publishers/journals/conferences





REFERENCES

Bohannon J. (2013). Science 342, 60 65.

https://scilogs.spektrum.de/relativ-einfach/abzock-zeitschriften-den-daten-auf-der-spur/

https://www.sciencemediacenter.de/alle-angebote/fact-sheet/details/news/pseudo-journale-worum-es-

sich-handelt-und-wie-die-wissenschaft-gegensteuert/

https://www.helmholtz.de/ueber_uns/die_gemeinschaft/standpunkte/predatory_journals_predatory_pub

lishers/

https://os.helmholtz.de/open-science-in-der-helmholtz-gemeinschaft/open-access-der-goldene-

weg/faqs-zum-thema-predatory-publishing/

Lackner, K. (2017) Fallen beim Publizieren: predatory publishing. https://static.uni-

graz.at/fileadmin/ub/doc/Publikationsservices/TWP17_Lackner-Predatory-Publishing.pdf

Perlin, Marcelo and Imasato, Takeyoshi and Borenstein, Denis (2017). Is Predatory Publishing a Real 

Threat? Evidence from a Large Database Study. Scientometrics,116, 255.

https://ssrn.com/abstract=3067958 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3067958

characteristics. BMC Medicine, 13, 230. http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12916-015-0469-2

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://thinkcheckattend.org/


