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FIRST DIVERTOR PHYSICS STUDIES IN WENDELSTEIN 7-0
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configuration. The most notable result was the complete (in all 10 divertor units) heat-flux detachment obtained at high-
density operation in hydrogen.

1. INTRODUCTION

Wendelstein 7-X (W7-X) went successfully into operation in 2015 [1-4]. With a 30 cubic
meter volume, a superconducting coil system operating at 2.5 T, and steady-state heating
capability of up to 10 MW, it was built to demonstrate the benefits of optimized stellarators at
parameters approaching those of a fusion power plant. Operation phase 1.2a (OP1.2a), which
was performed in the second half of 2017, was the first operation phase with a full
complement of plasma-facing components, including the full complement of 10 passively
cooled fine-grain graphite divertor units, referred to collectively as the Test Divertor Unit
(TDU). OP1.2a also featured an electron cyclotron resonance heating (ECRH) system with 10
gyrotrons, more than 30 diagnostic systems, and a pellet fueling system. The TDU has the
same geometry as the water-cooled steady-state carbon-fiber-composite divertor that will be
in operation in the early 2020’s in Operation Phase 2 (OP2). The upgrades enabled significant
performance extensions and a comprehensive physics program [5], specifically the start of a
divertor research program, results from which are reported here. The TDU implements the
so-called island divertor concept, where large intrinsic island chains at the plasma edge
provide multiple x-points and the possibility to intersect the outflowing plasma in locations
somewhat removed from the closed flux surfaces. This concept was used successfully on the
predecessor experiment W7-AS [6].
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Figure 1. Poincaré plot presenting the geometry of the island divertor configuration of W7-X (with two and a half islands out
of five visible in the shown upper half.

The Poincar¢ plot for the so-called “standard” configuration is shown in Figure 1. It presents
a poloidal cut through the magnetic flux surfaces of W7-X with 2 (and a half) out of 5
islands visible. These two islands intersect divertor target plates for a certain range of toroidal
angles, thus forming heat and particle exhaust channels. Because the stellarator, and in
particular the edge island boundary, is inherently three-dimensional, sophisticated diagnostics
and codes are required to understand the plasma boundary. One advantage is the long
connection lengths, which arises due to the low magnetic shear in the “Wendelstein 77-
line of stellarators. The pitch of field lines in the divertor area is much smaller in the case of
W7-X than in conventional diverted tokamaks. As will be shown below, this allows for very
efficient heat flux spreading on the divertor over a wide range of plasma parameters.

2. ATTACHED DIVERTOR OPERATION AT LOWER DENSITIES
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Figure 3. Change of peaking factor with plasma density for discharges with standard configuration.

3. TESTS OF SCRAPER ELEMENTS

The scraper elements [15] are designed to protect the edges of divertor components from
overload in certain long-pulse OP2 scenarios where the magnetic topology changes due to
~40 kA of net toroidal current and ~3% plasma beta [16]. As these conditions are not directly
accessible in OP1.2a, a set of magnetic configurations were developed to mimic this topology
change using the W7-X coil set [17]. Experiments were performed in OP1.2a, without scraper
clements installed, using a series of such “mimic” configurations corresponding to five
characteristic time points in the evolution of the OP2 scenario. The heat fluxes inferred from
infrared camera measurements [18] show good qualitative agreement with predictions from
field line diffusion calculations from the DIV3D code [19], as shown in Fig. 4. These results
confirm that the scraper elements intersect field lines that connect to the divertor edges for
the magnetic topology where they also carry significant plasma heat. They thus protect the
divertor edges from overload. Assuming that the OP2 scenario development simulations are
correct, and experiments are executed as assumed in the simulations, an overload situation
would occur without scraper elements, but not with scraper elements. Alternative mitigation
strategies not requiring scraper elements include electron-cyclotron current drive, using the
existing set of 20 planar superconducting coils (see eg. [20]) to control the edge transform,
and the development of another startup scenario that avoids the overloading but still allows
reaching the desired steady-state operating point by optimizing (e.g.) the time evolution of
the density and heating power. These will be reported on separately.
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Figure 4. Heat fluxes from experiment (a-c) and DIV3D (d-e) in the 0kA (a,d), 32kA (b,e), and 43kA (c.f) mimic
configurations.

4, DETACHMENT
4.2. General observations

A power detachment was observed in medium-density hydrogen discharges. An example is
shown in Fig. 5.
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Fig. 5. The top trace (a) shows the ECRH heating power (deep purple) and the line-integrated plasma density in units
of 10" m? (orange). The next time traces (b) show the local peak heat flux (orange) and the average heat flux on the
divertor targets (purple). Graph (c) shows the time evolution of the local heat flux across a divertor finger (finger 4 of the
lower divertor in module 3). Graph (d) shows the electron temperature as determined by the array of Langmuir probes on
the adjacent finger (their locations are indicated with white bars at the edges of graph (c)). Graph (e) shows the plasma
density from the same Langmuir probes. The detachment starts at approximately t=3.1 s, and was triggered by the preceding
divertor gas puff, which lasted from t=2.7 s to t=3.1 s). Detachment was maintained stably until the programmed end of the
discharge heating at t=3.8 5. As seen on graph (c) only one probe (no. 10) is at the strike line, and is only at the edge of it, at
a distance from the pumping gap of 0.15 m. Time traces of density and temperature derived from this probe are shown in fig.
6 (Shot 20171207.011)

For the shown discharge, a steady density rise leads to a heat flux reduction at 1.1-1.6 s, and
the plasma may have detached soon thereafter, but the plasma reattaches after the power step-
up at t=1.6 s. The density starts rising again, due to pellet fueling, but the plasma remains
attached, until the strong gas puff at t=2.7 s pushes the plasma into detachment, which lasts
stably, without feedback control, until the plasma heating is terminated at t=3.8 s. The
temperature measured by the Langmuir probes drops below ~15 eV, whereas the density only
temporarily rises during pellet injection and gas puff, but afterwards assumes the same level
as before the pellet injection (see Fig. 5a). We note that the Langmuir probes are located in a
different divertor unit and also in a different of the five edge island flux bundles than the one
directly fuelled by the gas puff.
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Fig. 6: Time traces of electron temperature T, (purple) and electron density n, (orange) calculated from the
characteristics of probe no. 10, closest to the strike line for shot 20171207.011, also shown in Fig 5. Between 2.7 s and 3 s,
the electron temperature measured by this probe drops from ~40 eV to ~10 eV, whereas the density returns to about the
same level as before the start of pellet injection.

4.3. Neutral gas pressure and exhaust

Several pressure gauges of the ASDEX type have been installed in sub-divertor spaces and in
midplane positions in order to characterize the exhaust capability and the neutral compression
of the island divertor. Details can be found elsewhere[21].

Fig. 8 shows as an example the neutral pressure behavior in a discharge with pulsed divertor
fueling (from 2-5 s). The line-integrated plasma density is relatively low, 3*10" m™. The
fueling pulses are clearly visible in the neutral pressure traces. The neutral pressure in the
sub-divertor space varies between 3 and 5*10™ mbar. The neutral compression, i.c. the ratio
between sub-divertor and midplane pressure, varies between 6 and 8, which is relatively
small compared to the theoretical prediction of 180 [22]. However, those calculations were
done for the case of a higher electron density. The observed subdivertor pressures and
compression ratios indicate that for these plasmas the divertor does not act as the main sink
for plasma particles: The subdivertor pressure is of order 5¥10 mbar (Fig. 7), and for this
operation phase, the subdivertor volume was only pumped by turbopumps, giving an
effective subdivertor pumping speed of 2.5*10* I/s. This means that the particle removal rate
was about 1.25 mbar 1/s while the average external fueling rate lies at 6 mbar 1/s which means
20% of the fueling rate was pumped by the turbopumps.

4.4. Fueling and detachment

A credible path to high performance in stellarators is to increase the plasma density. Often the
achievable density, and the control of it, is limited by edge radiation instabilities that occur at
low temperatures, usually referred to as MARFEs [23] and also seen in W7-X limiter
operation [24]. Reducing the interaction between the edge plasma and edge neutrals often
allows higher densities to be reached, and therefore localized and penetrating fueling methods
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such as pellets or supersonic gas injection with nozzles placed close to the last closed flux-
surface are advantageous. The pellet fueling system in W7-X for the operation phase OP1.2
was very successful in bringing up the density, but was limited to approximately 30 pellets
per shot and was therefore unable to continuously fuel the discharges, which lasted up to tens
of seconds already in OP1.2a and were extended up to 100 s in OP1.2b. The divertor gas
fueling system was also operated with hydrogen towards the end of OP1.2a. It was able to
increase density efficiently and trigger detachment, and also provide edge radiative cooling
[25].
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Figure 7. Neutral pressure traces of 20171207.011 and the neutral compression ratio for the same discharge shown in
Figures 5 and 6. The neutral compression ratio actually drops as the plasma enters detachment at t=2.6 s, to a level of about
7 or 8, from levels of 10-20 before detachment.

5. PLASMA-WALL INTERACTIONS, WALL CONDITIONING AND IMPURITIES
5.1. Plasma-wall interactions and conditioning before boronization

The plasma-facing components in OP1.2a and b were fine-grain graphite for all components
with significant heat loads, including the divertor, the baffles, and the heat shields, and
stainless steel panels for recessed areas. These components were in general not water-cooled
but would warm up adiabatically during a pulse, and a general, slower increase of
temperature during the run day was also observed, as one would expect. Before first
operation in OP1.2a, a vacuum bakeout had been performed up to 150°C for more than one
week, which eliminated most, but not all, of the water molecules trapped on the surfaces and
in the bulk of the graphite. OP1.2a was performed without boronization, but extensive glow-
discharge cleaning in hydrogen and helium was performed regularly between run days, and
He discharges were used to help unload the walls from hydrogen during run days. While it
took almost the entire OP1.1 campaign to get to reasonably low outgassing rates, the
outgassing rate was below the best of OP1.1 after just two weeks of operation in OP1.2a.
Nonetheless, absorption and release of hydrogen from the walls made it difficult to control
the plasma density in hydrogen discharges, possibly also complicated by the fact that the
main gas inlet valves are located several meters away from the plasma edge, recessed in long
ports. Control of the density in helium discharges was unproblematic.
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5.2. Effects of boronization on plasma performance

In the OP1.2b phase, which started in July 2018, boronization was applied after the first few
weeks of operation. This led to a strong reduction in oxygen outgassing. Fig. 8 (left) shows
decreases in carbon and oxygen impurity concentrations of about one order of magnitude
after the first boronization. The reduction of oxygen radiation in the plasma edge region is a
direct result of the boronization, since boron chemically binds oxygen very effectively. The
reduction of carbon is believed to be a consequence of the reduction of oxygen, which can act
to strongly increase the chemical sputtering of carbon from the graphite PFCs [26].

The resulting order of magnitude reduction in edge impurity radiation allowed stable
operation for a much larger range of hydrogen plasma densities — roughly a factor of three
increase (Fig. 8 right, x-axis). As a result of the higher density, plasmas also exhibited
increased confinement times (Fig. 8 right, y-axis), with the the data consistent with the ISS04
scaling predicting the confinement time to scale with n.”>*. Thus, there is at this point no
detectable direct improvement of the confinement time due to the cleaner plasmas, only the
indirect one related to the larger density — also confirmed by the fact (partly visible in the
figure) that plasmas at the same density and heating power had about the same confinement
time before and after boronization. For a more detailed description of confinement time
scalings, we refer to [27].
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Figure 8. Left: The edge impurity concentrations were reduced by about a factor of 10 for oxygen and about a factor of 7 for
carbon. Right: After boronization, stable plasma operation was extended to hydrogen densities about a factor of 3 larger
than before boronization (x-axis) and the confinement times also showed a modest increase, but no more than what was

expected from the empirical scaling ISS04.

5.3. Spectroscopic observations of edge impurities before and after boronization

Plasma and impurity lines were measured with visible divertor spectroscopy during OP1.2,
mainly along lines of sight parallel and perpendicular to the divertor modules but also from
the core plasma with lines of sight ending at the wall. Figure 9 shows an overview spectrum
taken with an Echelle Esawin 3000 spectrometer during a hydrogen discharge, after
boronization. In both cases, the core and divertor lines of sight, the Balmer lines are clearly
visible. Among the impurity lines, carbon is the most intense, intrinsically being present in
the edge plasma from the carbon target tiles. The C-III multiplet at 465 nm is particularly
intense in both the divertor region and elsewhere in the plasma edge and is therefore also
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suitable for investigations with our ultra-high resolution spectrometer and Doppler-
coherence-imaging diagnostics. Oxygen lines are present as well but much smaller.
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Figure 9: Visible spectra taken in W7-X at two different viewing ports: AEA21 with lines of sight viewing through the core
plasma at the wall (20180905.16, blue line) and AEF30 with lines of sight viewing perpendicularly at the lower divertor
module 3 (20180905.017, green line).

5.4. Initial observations of a neutral-compressing divertor regime after boronization

In addition to the already described reductions of edge radiation from oxygen and carbon, and
the associated increased operation range for density in hydrogen plasmas, a new divertor
detachment regime was also discovered after boronization. A detailed characterization and
understanding of this regime is still evolving and will be published separately. The initial
observations are presented here together with heuristic hypotheses about the differences
between the two types of detachment, which can hopefully be confirmed after a careful
analysis. The primary differences to the detachment described in Section 4 is that this new
detachment has much higher divertor neutral compression (a factor of appr. 30, as opposed to
a factor of appr. 7) and with that, a much higher divertor neutral pressure and exhaust rate
(11.5-17 mbar /s, as opposed to 1.25 mbar I/s), see Figure 10.
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